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in niger meaningblack,and the Latin nodusmeaningknot, or
node,andreferstotheconspicuous,black,knob-likevertebralspines.
The subspecificepithet,delticola,is a hybridderivedfrom the
Greekdeltameaningtrianglewhich,dueto theirshape,hasbeen
associatedwith river-mouthdeposits,and from the Latin colere








WarriorRiver,abovelock9, 17.5milesSSW of Tuscaloosa,
TuscaloosaCounty,Alabama."Holotype,juvenilefemale,Tu-
laneUniv. 14662,collectedbya TulaneUniversityfieldcrew






• DEFINITION.Graptemysnigrinodais a moderate-sized,flu-
viatilespecieswithpronouncedsexualdimorphism.Adultfemales
are 170-220 romin carapacelength;adultmalesfrom 70-120
rom.Femalespossessmooth,anteriorlycambered,high.domed,
ovateshells,whicharewidestat thelevelof theseventhmarginal,





















variablebut typicallya seriesof threeverticalpost-orbitalmarks
exist,theanteriormostprominent.This heavy,recurvedor linear
markanglesposteriorlytojoinoneof a pairof longitudinallineson
thenape,andis oftenunitedwiththe oppositepost-orbitalby a



























• DEFINITION.This raceis distinguishedby havingsoftparts
whicharepredominantlyightcolored,a darkplastralpatternoc-
cupyinglessthan30% of theplastron,andby thepresenceof a
crescentshaped,stronglyrecurvedpost-orbitalmark.




Type-locality,"Hubbard'sLandingon TensawLake, 2.6 air
milesSW of Latham,BaldwinCounty,Alabama."Holotype,
anadultmale,FloridaSt. Mus.Bio!'Sci. 26238,collectedby
JamesByfordon4 May 1968(notexaminedby author).
• DEFINITION.This raceis distinguishedby havingsoftparts




Althoughnot formallydescribeduntil 1954,drawingsof G.
nigrinodaappearin theliteraturenearlya centuryearlier.Agassiz
(1857)illustrateshatchlingsin plateII, figs.10, 11, 12,and12a,
of volumeII. The animaldepictedin theselithographsis readily
referableto thesubspecies,G. n. delticola,basedonthepresence
of an extensiveplastralpatternandpredominantlydarksoftparts
(FolkertsandMount,1969).Agassizapparentlydidnotdistinguish
hatchlingsof G. nigrinodafromG. kohni(plateV, figs.5-7), and
placedbothtaxatogetherunderthesamename,G. lesueurii.
LITERATURECITED
Agassiz,Louis. 1857. Contributionto thenaturalhistoryof the
UnitedStatesof America.Vo!. I & 2. Little,Brown,andCo.,
Boston.643 p.
Behler,John1.,andF. WayneKing. 1979. TheAudubonSociety
fieldguideto NorthAmericanreptilesandamphibians.Alfred
A. Knopf,Inc., NewYork. 719 p.
Bertl,Jeff, andFlaviusKillebrew. 1983. An osteologicalcompar-
isonof Graptemyscaglei HaynesandMcKownand Grap-
temysversaStejneger(Testudines:Emydidae).Herpetologica
39(4):375-382.
Cagle,FredR. 1954. Twonewspeciesof thegenusGraptemys.
TulaneStud.Zoo!.1(11):167-186.
Cliburn,J. William. 1971. The rangesof fourspeciesof Grap.
temysin Mississippi.J MississippiAcad.Sci. 16:16-19.
Cochran,DorisM., andColemanJ. Goin. 1970. The newfield
bookof reptilesandamphibians.G. P. Putnam'sSons,New
York. xxii +359 p.





Ernst, Carl H., and RogerW. Barbour. 1972. Turtlesof the
UnitedStates.Univ.PressKentucky,Lexington.x +347p.
Folkerts,GeorgeW., andRobertH. Mount. 1969. A newsub-
speciesof the turtle Graptemysnigrinoda Cagle.Copeia
1969(4):677-682.
--- 1970. Replyto H. L. Freeman's(Herpeto!.Rev.2(1):
3) commentson: A newsubspeciesof theturtleGraptemys
nigrinodaCagle.Herpeto!.Rev.2(3):3-4.




Killebrew,FlaviusC. 1977. Mitoticchromosomesof turtles.IV.


























AuburnUniv.Agr. Exp.Sta.Auburn,Alabamavii +347 p.
Parsons,ThomasS. 1960. The structureof thechoanaeof the
Emydinae(Testudines,Testudinidae).Bull.Mus.CompoZoo!.
123(4):113-127.
1968. Variationin thechoanalstructureof Recenttur-
tles.CanadianJ. Zoo!.46(6):1235-1263.
Pritchard,PeterC. H. 1979. Encyclopediaof turtles.T.F.H.
Pub!.,Inc., Neptune,NewJersey.895 p.
Shoop,C. Robert. 1967. Graptemysnigrinoda in Mississippi.
Herpetologica23(1):56.
Smith,HobartM., andEdmundD. Brodie,Jr. 1982. A guideto
fieldidentification:reptilesof North America.GoldenPress,
NewYork. 240 p.





--- 1959. The relationof the fall line to the distribution
andabundanceof turtles.Copeia1959(2):167-170.
1962. Variationin shellmorphologyof NorthAmerican
turtles.I. The carapacialseamarrangements.TulaneStud.
Zoo!.9(5):331-349.
Wahlquist,Harold. 1970. Sawbacksof theGulfCoast.Int. Turtle
andTortoiseSoc.J. 4(4):10-13,28.
Waters,Jerry C. 1974. Thebiologicalsignificanceof thebasking
habitin the black-knobbedsawback,Graptemysnigrinoda
Cagle.Master'sThesis,AuburnUniv.,Auburn,Alabama.81p.
Wood,RogerC. 1977. Evolutionof theemydineturtlesGrap.
temysandMalaclemys(Reptilia,Testudines,Emydidae)J.
Herpeto!.11(4):415-421.
Zangerl,Rainer. 1969. The turtleshell,p. 311-339. In Carl
Gans,Angusd'A BellairsandThomasS. Parsons(eds.).Bi-
ologyof theReptilia.Vo!.I. MorphologyA. AcademicPress,
London.
P. N. LAHANAS,UNIVERSITYOF MIAMI, CORALGABLES,FLORIDA
33124
Primaryeditorfor thisaccount,Carl H. Ernst.
Published30 October1986andCopyright1986by theSOCIETY
FORTHESTUDYOFAMPHIBIANSANDREPTILES.
